
 
                              Grand Conversations, Thoughtful Responses:  
                          A Unique Approach to Literature Circles Grades 2-5  
 
The English Language Arts Grades two to five curriculum celebrates creativity, the joy of 
engaging with stories, playing with language, and working with a variety of texts.  
 
The curriculum invites our students to choose the texts they engage with, encouraging all 
learners to develop their identities as readers and writers. These texts can create opportunities 
for children to encounter the voices, experiences and perspectives of others, leading to a 
deepening empathy and compassion. Students are also encouraged to create texts in which 
they can discover and express their creativity, ideas, beliefs and voice. Educators have flexibility 
in the ways texts can be combined to create inclusive learning experiences that provide access 
points for all children.  
 
This resource offers ideas for texts that students can engage with in order to deepen their 
understanding of big ideas and concepts. It includes ideas for differentiated texts that can be 
offered to students to self-select, read and respond to in a literature circle format. It also 
includes ideas for picture books for the teacher to use as read alouds to deepen understanding 
around the big ideas during whole class learning experiences and to model thinking and 
meaning making strategies students might use while reading independently.  
 
We hope that the materials in this bundle will inspire you to engage with the redesigned English 
Language Arts curriculum and provoke your students to develop a lifelong love of reading, 
writing, learning and an appreciation for the power, beauty, joy, and artistry of language and 
texts.  
 
Yours in learning,  
 

Briana Adams 
Teacher Consultant- K-7 Literacy 
and Assessment  

Jessica Eguia  
Teacher Consultant- K-7 
Curriculum Implementation 

Rebeca Rubio 
Co-ordinator- Libraries and 
Information Services 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Bringing this Literacy Resource to Life!  





 
Curriculum Connections 
The materials in this literacy resource are meant to be a beginning or starting place for 
educators.They are not comprehensive, and hold only a preview of what is possible for our 
Grades two to five learners.  
 
Below you will find a variety of ideas you can adapt to your own practice. The ideas are 
intended to be flexible in their use and it is not expected that a teacher use all the 
suggested materials or plans.  
 
The curricular connections are designed to be embedded in the BC English Language Arts 
curriculum, but they also offer many opportunities for cross-curricular designing. 
 
Core Competencies 
The competencies are foundational to every aspect of learning and many can be noticed, 
named and nurtured throughout this literacy experience.  

Communication Competency  
● Communicating 
● Collaborating 

 
Thinking Competency 

● Creative Thinking 
● Critical and Reflective Thinking 

 
Personal and Social Competency 

● Positive Personal and Cultural Identity  
● Personal Awareness and Responsibility 
● Social Awareness and Responsibility 

 
Grade Two to Five Big Ideas: 

Grade Two Grades Three to Five 

Language and story can be a source of creativity 
and  joy 

Language and story/texts can be a source of 
creativity  and joy 

Playing with language  helps us discover how 
language works 

Using language in creative and playful ways 
helps us understand how language works 

Central Idea of this Literacy Bundle:   

                   How can words spark creativity and joy? 
 





Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions: These guiding 
understandings and questions embody some of the core concepts in the Grade two 
and three big ideas.  
 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

 What makes something funny? 
 

What is funny for one person may not 
be funny for another person. It can 
depend on the time and place, context, 
worldview, and cultural perspectives of 
the individuals or groups involved.  

 How do storytellers use language 
to make us think and feel? 

Across place and time, storytellers use 
language to engage us with their 
stories. 

Why do people share their stories? 
Stories can communicate knowledge, 
history, memory, and human 
experiences. They are a way to create 
connections between people.  

 
Key Vocabulary: These key words can help highlight the concepts and ideas 
central to this literacy resource. You may wish to make them visible and find ways to 
work with them. For example, during class discussions or a living word wall.  

joy, humour, funny, creativity, perspective, point of view, audience,  
story, oral stories, culture, values, feelings, connection 

 
Additional Teacher Resources and Supplemental Reading 
 
Brownlie, Faye. Grand Conversations: Thoughtful Responses. Winnipeg, MB: Portage and 
Main, 2019 
 
Beers, Kylene, and Robert Probst. Disrupting Thinking. New York: Scholastic, 2017 
 
 
 
 





Texts 
Differentiated Texts - 8 books, 4 copies of each book 

 
Book Cover, 
Title, Author 

                                             Summary and Text Level  
* Fountas and Pinnell reminds teachers that the F&P Text Level Gradient ™ are a teacher’s tool, not a child’s label. The levels are
NOT  meant to be shared with the children or parents. Climbing the “level ladder” is not what reading is about and is detrimental to
a student’s self-esteem and counterintuitive to building a classroom community where each student is respected; has a sense of
agency; values collaboration; and grows up seeing themselves as literate. As much as possible, strive for students to choose 
books in a way that all readers do—books that interest and engage them (Fountas and Pinnell 2017). The above section, “Working
with Differentiated Texts” provides ideas for how to present and select these texts. 

 
By: Judith Viorst  

Lulu is used to getting what she wants that when denied a pet brontosaurus by her 
parents, she throws a four-day temper tantrum and then storms off into the forest in 
search of the dinosaur she deserves. Lulu isn’t impressed with the snake, tiger, and 
bear she encounters, but then she finds —a long-necked, graceful brontosaurus. Mr. 
B completely agrees that having a pet would be wonderful - the twist?  Lulu is the 
ideal pet for him!  
 
Challenging 

 
By: Ben Clanton 

Narwhal's obsession with his new favorite food, peanut butter, leads him to even 
wanting him to change his name! Ever-sensible Jelly isn't so sure that's the best 
idea, but is all for Narwhal trying new things (instead of just eating waffles all the 
time, no matter how delicious waffles are). 

Easy access 

 
By: John 

Himmelman 

Isabel is the best Bunjitsu artist in her school- she’s the only bunjitsu artist! She goes 
on many hilarious adventures, even meeting a bear that has mastered Bear-jitsu!  

Easy access 

 
By: Sophy Henn  

Jeanie’s Grandma is BAD. Not bad like a vampire or a gangster or anything, more 
like . . . up to no good. Sometimes she can be a bit embarrassing but most of the 
time she’s REALLY fun, especially when she gets Jeanie involved in her 
mischievous schemes. Everyone says she’s old enough to know better . . . but she 
doesn’t seem to care one bit. In fact, Jeanie thinks she might quite like it! 

Challenging 





 
By: Lenore Look 

Alvin, an Asian American second grader, is afraid of everything —elevators, tunnels, 
girls, and, most of all, school. He’s so afraid of school that, while he’s there, he 
never, ever, says a word. But at home he’s a very loud superhero named Firecracker 
Man, a brother to Calvin and Anibelly, and a gentleman-in-training, so he can be just 
like his dad. 

Challenging 

 
By: Andy Griffiths 

Ten stories that are slimy and rhyme-y and sure to please! The book has lots of 
illustrations. 

Accessible for all 

 
By: Aaron 

Blabey 

They sound like the Bad Guys, they look like the Bad Guys... and they even smell 
like the Bad Guys. But Mr Wolf, Mr Piranha, Mr Snake and Mr Shark are about to 
change all of that -- whether you want them to or not! Mr Wolf has a daring plan for 
the Bad Guys' first good mission. 
 
Easy access 

 
By: Brian 

Selznick and 
David Serlin 

Who is Baby Monkey?He is a baby. He is a monkey. He has a job. He is Baby 
Monkey, Private Eye! Lost jewels? Missing pizza? Stolen spaceship? Baby Monkey 
can help...if he can put on his pants! 
 
Baby Monkey's adventures come to life in a blend of picture book, beginning reader, 
and graphic novel. 
 
Accessible for All 

 
 
 
 





 
Read Alouds - 6 picture books 
Book Cover, Title, 

Author 
Summary 

 
By: Peter H. 
Reynolds 

Jerome discovers the magic of the words all around him - short and sweet words, 
two-syllable treats, and multisyllable words that sound like little songs. Words that 
connect, transform, and empower. 
 
 

 
By: Michael 

Escoffier 

The letters of our alphabet work tirelessly to make words that in turn make stories, 
but what if there was a story FOR each of the letters instead? Turn the pages of this 
exquisite book to find out… 

 
By: Yuli Morales 

No opponent is too big a challenge for the cunning skills of Niño―popsicle eater, toy 
lover, somersault expert, and world champion lucha libre competitor! 

 
By: Kate Jane 

Neal 

This book is about your heart (the little bit inside of you that makes you, you). The 
words we listen to can affect how we feel. Some words can do amazing things and 
make us happy. And some words can really hurt us (we all know what sort of words 
those are). 

 
By: Monique  
Gray Smith 

The sun on your face. The smell of warm bannock baking in the oven. Holding the 
hand of someone you love. What fills your heart with happiness? 





 
By: Dan Bar-el 

Maximilian is a prince who loves to talk: No topic is too small, no story too boring. 
Max's brothers are the opposite--the less said the better. When the king and queen 
go on a trip and leave the brothers alone, the 3 princes put a spell on Max that limits 
him to speaking only 9 words at a time. 

 





 












